GENEVA

police have found a secret document of your State
Church, called the Thirty-nine Articles.

BISHOP.  Secret!  It is in the Prayer Book!

COMMISSAR. It is not read in church. That fact
speaks for itself. Our police have found most of the
articles incomprehensible; but there is one, the
eighteenth, which declares that all Russians are to be
held accursed. How would you like it if our chief
cultural institution, endowed by our government, the
Komintern, were to send its agents into England to
teach that every Englishman is to be held accursed?

BISHOP. But surely, surely, you would not compare
the Komintern to the Church of England!!

COMMISSAR. Comrade Bishop: the Komintern is
the State Church in Russia exactly as the Church of
England is the State Church in Britain.

The Bishop slides to the floor in anotherfaint,

SHE. Oh! He's gone off again. Shall I get my
thermos?                                                         *

HE. I should break things to him more gently, Mr
Posky. People die of shock. He maynt recover next
time. In fact, he maynt recover this time,

COMMISSAR. What am I to do? I have said nothing
that could possibly shock any educated reasonable
person; but this man does not seem to know what sort
of world he is living in.

SHE.  He's an English bishop, you know.

COMMISSAR. Well? Is he not a rational human being?

SHE. Oh no: nothing as common as that. I tell you
he's a bishop.

BISHOP. Where am I? Why am I lying on the floor?
What has happened?
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